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This habilitation thesis embarks on a journey that reimagines the post-socialist city – from 

merely a spatial category to a temporal phenomenon, a specific time of the city, shaped by 

the interplay of diverse and overlapping “durations”. It is very much an imaginative journey 

from space to time, from one time to many times, from many attributes of one conception of 

time to many conceptions of time, from equivalent times to non-equivalent times, and from 

apolitical time to the politics of time. This is not to suggest that the post-socialist city is time, 

or that it should be conceptualized solely through a temporal lens. Rather, my aim is to 

highlight that the post-socialist city, as a theoretical construct, tends to be spatialized and 

largely de-temporalized. Or perhaps more precisely, that even when it is temporalized, it is 

done so only through spatialized time. The objective here, therefore, is to foreground the role 

of time in how we understand what is considered a post-socialist city. 

A key argument of this thesis is that the time of the post-socialist city should not be 

interpreted through the logic of linear, chronically spatialized time. Instead, we should 

consider it as a distinct mode of emergence, with its own historical trajectories, potentialities, 

and aspirations. At the same time, we must resist framing it through the lens of a single 

modern temporality and allow it to assert its temporal otherness. In other words, we should 

conceptualize the time of the post-socialist city as different, and idiosyncratic. This temporal 

difference should not be viewed as delay or backwardness – a deficiency to be corrected – 

but as a source of inspiration for imagining new responses to global contemporary 

challenges. 

The habilitation thesis consists of ten articles, which are accompanied by a joint introduction. 

The thematic diversity of the included articles might initially suggest a disparate collection 

with little in common. However, despite this thematic heterogeneity, the articles share a 

deeper underlying coherence. Their common objective is to explore the post-socialist city as 

a space-time – an intersection of multiple temporalities within a shared spatial framework. To 
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theoretically anchor this perspective, I have interwoven several theoretical traditions that are 

not commonly combined, which I collectively refer to as inspirations. These inspirations 

include (i) post-socialist city theory, (ii) post-colonialism, and (iii) crip temporalities. By 

drawing on these sources, I construct a framework that helps illuminate the otherwise 

difficult-to-identify connections between the varied articles. 

The ten articles are divided into two sections. The first one groups four articles that represent 

introductions to the topic. The post-socialist city topic is more prevalent in them than the 

space-time imagination, and they focus on the following questions: how to conceive of the 

time of the city, of the plurality or heterogeneity of the city’s times, or the encounter of 

different temporalities in the city. The four selected articles present different approaches, 

thus pointing to distinct processes of searching for theoretical perspectives and concepts 

suitable for this purpose. Successively, they apply terms such as rhythm, pacemaker, 

rhythmanalysis, chronotope, chronopolis, heterotopia, heterochronotopia, heteroglossia and 

dialogical landscape. I included them in this thesis to gradually open the imagination about 

how to think of time and space of the city as symmetrically as possible, that is, as the space-

time of the city. Besides, these articles show a certain opening process in our questioning 

and our spatio-temporal imagination, which eventually led us to question the specificities of 

time in the post-socialist city. 

The second part consists of six articles, which already focus on the nature of time in post-

socialist cities and can be considered the core of this thesis. From different angles they 

choose to analyze the question of what times are encountered in the negotiation of post-

socialist cities, or what durations emerge in the study of post-socialist cities. Despite being 

empirically oriented case studies, they all try in different ways to view the post-socialist city 

as a space where multiple different times or different durations meet. In this, one can see 

their unifying principle as well as a more general desire to seek inspiration for thinking non-

linear temporalities, while also seeking to contribute to the temporal decolonization of the 

theoretical tradition of the post-socialist city. 
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